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Ashwinkumar Balvantray Pandya (A.B.Pandya)
Former Chairman of Central Water Commission
Ministry of Water Resources (RD & GR)
Government of India

Shri A.B. Pandya, a Bachelor in Civil Engineering from Saurashtra
University and M. Tech. in Structural Engineering from |IT Delhi, is a former
Chairman of Central Water Commission and Ex-Officio Secretary to
Government of India, Ministry of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation. Shri A.B. Pandya, joined the Central Water
Engineering Service in Central Water Commission in October 1977 and
held various positions in the Department and other organizations under the
Ministry of Water Resources like Water and Power Consultancy Services,
National Water Development Agency and National Projects Construction
Corporation. He superannuated from the government service in December
2015 after serving for two years as Chairman of Central Water
Commission.

His major areas of works include setting up policy initiatives, planning,
design and financing of water resources projects for hydropower and
irrigation comprising regional planning for optimum water resources
utilization. He has provided leadership for advocacy of rational water
resources development paradigms. He has been the key person for
establishing International flagship event of “India Water Week” for the
Ministry, which is presently in its fifth edition.

Presently he is engaged withGovernments of Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and WAPCOS as well as the World Bank for various hydropower
and other projects involving design and construction of large underground
caverns and other geotechnical structures in India and abroad. He is the
chaimman of design review panel for Polavaram Project, AP. He is also
involved with flagship projects like Kalpsar project in Gujarat and activities
of Ministry of Water Resources and NWDA for Inter Linking of Rivers
Programme.

He has been awarded by Central Board of Irrigation and Power, Delhi
chapter of Indian Geotechnical Society and fiveother professional bodies
for distinguished performance and life time achievements.

Shri A.B. Pandya, in his long distinguished service encompassing all
aspects of water resources sector, has provided mentorship and led the
large water resources engineering community towards a sustainable and
rational development regime in the sector.



About GITAM University

Gandhi Institute of Technology and Management, popularly known as GITAM was
founded in 1980 by an inspired group of eminent intellectuals and industrialists. GITAM
has three picturesque campuses in Visakhapatham, Hyderabad and Bengaluru.
Teaching, Research and Consultancy are the three strong holds of GITAM, which made it
one of the top deemed universities in India. GITAM is accredited by NAAC with ‘A+’ grade
in the year 2017 and accorded by UGC with 12B status, which has given an impetus to
research in the University. MHRD classified GITAM as category ‘I university. GITAM
Institute of Technology of GITAM University was selected under TEQIP-II. GITAM has 14
Institutes with 52 departments and 10 research centers. The University at present offers
146 UG, PG and doctoral programs in diverse fields such as Technology, Science,
Management, Pharmagy, International Business, Commerce, Architecture, Law, Medicine
and Humanities.

About the Department of Civil Engineering, GITAM Institute of Technology

Established in the year 1980, the Civil Engineering Department houses state-of-the-art
laboratories and is a home for students and scholars. Over the past 37 years, with the
active participation of committed faculty, the department produced some of the stalwarts
in the field and emerged as one of the most reputed Civil Engineering departments in the
country. The department conducts research in structures, water resources, geotechnics,
environment and transport. The department has been a catalyst in the growth and
development of knowledge society. The department offers one undergraduate (B.Tech. in
Civil Engineering) and one professionally oriented master’'s degree in Structural
Engineering and Natural Disaster Management (M.Tech. in SENDM) and doctoral degree
(Ph.D.) in various areas of Civil Engineering.

The department faculty have been working in the thrust areas of research which includes
Concrete Exposed to Elevated Temperatures, Smart Transportation Technologies, Water
Resources Monitoring and Management. The faculty also undertook many funded
research projects from prominent funding agencies like Department of Science and
Technology (DST), University Grants Commission (UGC) etc.

The department is actively involved in GVMC’s smart city stakeholder consultation
meetings several times and presented, shared information in the fields of Housing,
Transportation, Education and Pollution.

In the last five years, around 200 consultancy projects for major firms / departments like
HPCL, Greater Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation (GVMC), Visakhapatnam Urban
Development Authority (VUDA), Ship Building Centre (SBC), Hindustan Shipyard Ltd.
(HSL), VPT, BHPV, Laurus Labs, APIIC-SEZ, APSRTC, UNEP, Gayatri Engineering Ltd.
etc. The department has been meeting societal needs like monitoring traffic and designing

_safe road traffic junctions in and around Visakhapatnam city, Pollution Monitoring and
' Modelling; Geotechnical investigations, and doing omal
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INVITATION

Dr. K. L. Rao Endowment Lecture

Date & Time : Saturday, 15" July, 2017 at 10.30 A.M.
Venue : Mother Teressa Auditorium, GITAM University

To

Registrar, GITAM University
Gandhinagar Campus, Rushikonda, Visakhapatnam - 530045
RVSP: 0891 2840501 Email: registrar@gitam.edu



